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Highlights – El Salvador 
 
 2020 has been an atypical year 

due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. During this period 
when measures were applied 
such as closure of borders, 
airports, educational centers, 
among others, homicides 
decreased. 

 In 2021, the homicide rate was 
18.0 per 100,000 population, 
with a total of 1,040 homicides, 
this is a 3.2-point reduction 
compared to the previous year. 

 In 2021, there were on 
average, 3.1 homicides per 
day, with the lowest figures on 
record in August, at 1.9 
homicides per day. 

 For that same period, 
homicides of men exhibited a 
15.7% reduction (- 201 
victims), while there was a 
0.8% increase in homicides of 
women (+1 victim) in 2021 as 
comparted to 2020. 

 In 2021, the total number of 
victims of simple and 
aggravated feminicides 
registered an increase (+11.0, 
8 more victims). 

 The simple and aggravated 
feminicide rates was 2.4 per 
100,000 women at the end of 
2021, an increase compared to 
2020 (2.2 per 100,000 
women). 

 In 2021, homicides were more 
frequent in urban areas, unlike 
in the previous two years. 

 There was a 10% reduction in 
the use of firearms in 
homicides, and a 43% 
increase in the use of sharp 
weapons between 2019 and 
2021. 

 29 municipalities account for 
55% of homicides.  

 In 127 municipalities, there 
was a reduction in homicides in 
2021, as compared to the 
same period the previous year.

 

 

Evidence 
 

Graph 1. Homicide rates per 100,000 population by victim sex, 2010 - 2021  

 

Source: Prepared by UNDP through InfoSegura with data provided by PNC,Technical Working Group on Violent Deaths and the DIGESTYC. 

Note: The rates presented are based on revised population estimates and projections for El Salvador, 2021.  

117.6 
128.5 

77.6 78.2 

123.6 

206.3 

161.5 

117.8 
99.7 

72.0 

40.1 33.8 
17.3 19.2 

9.8 6.6 8.9
17.3 15.7 14.0 11.5 6.8 3.9 3.9

64.7 70.7 

41.8 40.4 

62.8 

106.3 

84.1 

63.0 
53.1 

38.0 
21.2 18.0 

 -

 50.0

 100.0

 150.0

 200.0

 250.0

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021*

R
at

e 
p

er
 1

0
0

 t
h

o
u

. p
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

Hombres Mujeres TotalMales Females

Note: Showing calculations based on new demographic estimates and projections by DIGESTYC in June 2021. 

 



 

 2 Preliminary analysis of the State of Homicidal Violence -January – December 2021 

Graph 2. Variation of homicides by sex for 2020-2021 

 

Source: Prepared by UNDP through InfoSegura with data provided by PNC. 

 

Graph 3. Rate of female homicides and feminicides, per 100,000 women, 2013 - 2021 

 

Source: Prepared by the UNDP through InfoSegura based on FGR, PNC, Working Group on Violent Deaths and DIGESTYC. 

Note: The rates presented are based on revised population estimates and projections for El Salvador, 2021. 
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Graph 4. Average daily homicide rate by month, January 2019-December 2021 

 

Source: Prepared by UNDP through InfoSegura with data provided by PNC,Technical Working Group on Violent Deaths and the DIGESTYC. 

 

Graph 5. Total number of homicides by place of occurrence January - November 2019, 2020, 2021 

 

Source: Prepared by UNDP through InfoSegura based on data provided by Working Group on Violent Deaths 

 

  

9.3

7.4 7.7

10.9

9.2

7.7

5.0
4.2

4.9

4.0
4.6

4.1 3.9
4.4

2.2

4.9

2.1 2.4

3.7 4.1 4.4
5.1

3.3
3.7 3.7 4.0 3.8 3.7 3.8

2.8 2.9

1.9 2.0
2.6

4.1

2.2

0.0

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

10.0

12.0
EN

E

FE
B

M
A

R

A
B

R

M
A

Y

JU
N

JU
L

A
G

O

SE
P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
IC

EN
E

FE
B

M
A

R

A
B

R

M
A

Y

JU
N

JU
L

A
G

O

SE
P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
IC

EN
E

FE
B

M
A

R

A
B

R

M
A

Y

JU
N

JU
L

A
G

O

SE
P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
IC

2019 2020 2021

A
ve

ra
ge

 D
ai

ly
 H

o
m

ic
id

e 
R

at
e

J
A

N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

J
A

N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

J
A

N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

0

1336

1062

215

730

396

49

459
564

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

S/D Rural Urbana

2019 2020 2021

Rural UrbanN/D

(-37.1%) 
(+42.4%) 



 

 4 Preliminary analysis of the State of Homicidal Violence -January – December 2021 

Graph 6. Percentage of homicides by type of weapon, January - November 2019, 2020, 2021 

 

Source: Prepared by UNDP through InfoSegura based on data provided by Working Group on Violent Deaths 

 

Map 1. Number of Homicides in municipalities, January - November 2019, 2020, 2021 

 
Source: Prepared by UNDP through InfoSegura based on data provided by Working Group on Violent Deaths. 
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Homicide in the territories 
 

Municipalities with no homicides in the last three years 

Municipalities with a steady downturn in homicides since 2020 and in 2021 

Municipalities with no registered reduction in 2021 

No registered changes between 2020 and 2021 

Register an increase in homicides between 2020 and 2021 
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Map 2. Municipalities where homicides are concentrated, January - November 2021 

 

 

Source: Prepared by UNDP through InfoSegura based on data provided by Working Group on Violent Deaths. 

 

Concentration of victims of homicide in 
the territories, 2021 
 

Municipalities with no homicides in the last three years 

Municipalities with fewer than 5 homicides 

Municipalities with 5 to 10 homicides 

Municipalities with more than 10 homicides 

 


